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1.- English Area Curriculum

Our current Educational System (LOGSE) is based on an open and flexible conception of the
curriculum. This can be seen in the Teaching Decrees of the Autonomous Communities where
objectives, contents, methodological orientations and evaluation criteria of Primary Education are
specified. In Galicia the Decree 130/2007 of June the 28™ establishes the teachings

corresponding to Primary Education.

The goal in this area is learning to communicate in the English language, having a communicative
approach and focusing in the progressive development of the communicative competence, that is,
to acquire the linguistic means to carry on with the different types of function, in other words, to
learn to use the language. The emphasis is on the meaning, in what it is said rather than how it is
said. On the other hand, English language will give students the opportunity to discover other
realities, a different culture as the first and necessary step to value it and develop a tolerant and

respectful attitude towards diversity in the world.

The teaching of foreign language is introduced as an area in Primary Education in the Organic law
1/1990, 3" of October and in the third article of Royal Decree 1.006/1991, 14" June, in order to set
minimum teaching up in Primary Education. The English Area Curriculum will contribute with the
rest of areas in a comprehensive way to help students’ development as individuals and to their
maturity till adolescence while presenting them those contents that will help them achieve the

general objectives of the stage, namely next.

a. General Objectives .

There are eleven General Objectives of the English Area. They are as follows:
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Talking about the Galician Community is talking about the coexistence of two official languages:
Spanish and Galician that coexist. Preserving one’s own language in order to help to maintain the
roots and personality of a people or culture is one of the linguistic aims nowadays in this
Community. Therefore, initial trilingual language programs (Spanish-English-Galician) from a very
early stage, are being carried out from the educational institutions. In this case it will be necessary
to unify these three languages teaching programmes in one in order to facilitate the acquisition of a

second foreign language.

Along the different units | will pay special attention to the integral and global learning process that
will help to improve the learning of the foreign language, building meaningful learning-ships by a
process of transferring information, using not only previous knowledge of the same curricular are
but also from other curricular areas. Communicative approach will be the most extended and
eclectic method used when teaching, which adopts the needs and circumstances of a certain

group of students. Linked to the units we will work the following and different cross-curricular

aspects: ART
Unitl “Hello” Unit2  “A family wedding”
Unit3  “Atthe restaurant” Unit4  “It's Bonfire Night”

Unit5 “The Beauty and the Beast” Unit6  “Merry Christmas”

Unit7  “l want to be a doctor” Unit8  “My fire-engine”

Unit9  “Keeping healthy” Unit 10 “I love sports”

Unit 11  “April Fool's Day” Unit 12 “Let’s travel to Morocco”
Unit 13 “Computer time” Unit 14 “Alost treasure”

Unit 15 “Final Game”
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6.- Methodology .

Pedagogic methods will be adapted to the characteristics of the students, will favour the capacity
to learn on their own promoting creativity and dynamism and will integrate resources of information
technologies and communications in learning. Students will be initiated in knowledge and

application of scientific methodology.

As the Spanish curriculum for Primary Education establishes, we have given our plan a
communicative approach. That means that we have taught the language and not about the

language.

The classroom in which the lesson will take place is the one in which the students usually work
with the other subjects of the curriculum. Nevertheless we have tried to create an appropriate
atmosphere for which we have designed an English corner where the projects and products
obtained in previous lessons can be seen. We have also displayed some posters on the classroom

walls. These posters contain expressions like:

-What does....mean? -What is the English for...?
-How do you spell....? -Can | go to the toilet?
-Can | stand up? -Excuse me & Sorry.

Beside these expressions we can find pictures explaining their meaning and use. The aim of these
posters is to encourage our pupils to use the English language in the class as we consider these to
be situations in which the language is used in a real meaningful way. We also have a cassette /

CD-player, some dictionaries and books in a small library or book corner.
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b. Attention to the different ability levels

Attention to the different ability levels when teaching at any grade differs from one skill to another.
When we work oral skill, all the pupils work together in an integrated way, following the same
activities, but when the activity deals with written skills (reading + writing) we will make use of three
different folders for each course/ grade, with three different proficiency level activities. One will be
the class activity folder with activities of the desired level of the course, another folder with
supporting activities for students with a lower English level, and finally an advanced folder for

those students with a higher

English level folders. These folders will contain activities of the same topic and will work the same
skill for all the pupils, the only difference will be the difficulty level of the activities.

Higher level: pupils who are more advanced than the rest, so they can work with a
major grade of difficulty and we will accept less mistakes from them doing
corrections.

Desired level: the pupil that have a regular capacity and a regular evolution in
class. The corrections will be the necessaries to achieve their own level.

Supporting level: this level is formed by children hat have a difficulty in their

learning and they need a lower adaptation with the activities as their capacity is
smaller than the rest.
Special attention will be dedicated to students with specific educational needs. As we mentioned in
the Class Characteristics section, there are two students with permanent specific educational
needs in 5™ grade. One of them is a girl who presents Acondrophasia, her limbs are shorter than

usual. She needs support for walking, she.....
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8. Didactic Unit of the level of Primary Education

| provide fifteen lesson plans dealing with different topics that will be connected all through the
programme to the general issues of popular songs, tales and use of different teaching devices. In
order to have a proper division of the different units, | have done the following distribution of these

units using the calendar of year 2006, where all festivities are distributed the following manner:

< 15T TERM >
o 13" September - 15" September  Unit1: Hello
o 20™ September - 11" October Unit2: A family wedding
o 13" October - 8" November Unit 3: At the restaurant
o 10™ November - 17" November Unit 4: It's Bonfire Night
o 22" November — 20™ December Unit5: The beauty and the Beast
o 22" December Unit 6: Merry Christmas
SN~— -
— ———
—_ 2" TERM —

10" January - 31% January
2" February - 23" February
26"February — 21 March

23" March

Unit 7: She’s a doctor
Unit 8: My fire engine
Unit 9: Keeping healthy

Unit 10: 1 love sports

o 28" March — 4™ Anril LInit 11 - Anril Fonls Dav

\ /
———— _ =

<l 3 TERM >
o 18" April — 27" April Unit 12: Let’s travel to Morocco
o 2" May - 23" May Unit 13: Computer time
o 25" May — 15" June Unit 14: A lost treasure
o 20™June Unit 15: Final Game

\ /
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Unit2: AFAMILY WEDDING.

Date: 20" sep — 11" oct o
P - To talk about one’s family, friends

. and birthday and to describe the
Sessions : 7 familiar relationship according to a
family tree.

- To use computer programs to
identify the parts of the face.

- To express possession.

OBJECTIVES
VOCABULARY
Mum
Grandfather
Brother
People
Cousin
Birthday
Baby
Ears
Hair
Teeth
GRAMMAR
-Present simple: | have, you have,
he/she has, we have...
-Functions:
-Have you got a cousin?
Yes, | have got/ No, | haven'’t got
-How many...?
There is / are .....
-When is your birthday?
My / Her birthday is in...(month)
PHONETICS
Iswa/
brother
grandfather
I/
teeth
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Listening :
-Listening and completing the jigsaw.
-Listening if it is true or false.
-Listening and looking at the pictures.
Speaking :
-Singing the song “The wheels on the bus”;
-Chain game.
-Choral Singing “Two little eyes”
Reading :

-The text “My family wedding”
-Looking at the pictures and say how

many

people there are.

-Solving a word-search.

Writing :

-Making a family poster.

Paying attention to their partners’
participation, showing a respectful
attitude to the different family
structures that can appear.

Behave in a responsible way,
especially when using the computer.

Health education
Peace education
Sex equality education

Art

Maths

Music

New technologies

PROCEDURES

ATTITUDES

COLLATERAL
TOPICS

CROSS-CURRICULAR
TOPICS
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